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heartily be recommended to all those who wish to learn something of how modern human biologists think of this war-torn subject. Wolff has made a timely and a useful contribution to the study of aspects of ageing in a form which is interesting to doctors and can easily be read by the lay public. He writes simply but obviously from a wealth of clinical experience and much of what he writes is of profound importance. In his introduction, Dr. Wolff draws attention to the increased life expectancy at birth and, while pointing out that in addition to a biological aspect ageing has also a sociological and a psychological side, he wisely emphasizes the need for more psychiatric treatment and rehabilitation for geriatric patients.
The biological section is interesting and contains some practical advice on diet as well as referring to the influences of heredity and the reactions to stress and tension. In the section on the sociological aspect Dr. Wolff discusses retirement, the cultural attitude of society to elderly people and the feeling of economic insecurity. These are all important problems and are much in the minds of the more intelligent members of the public as well as the concern of the medical profession, social workers and others. The psychological aspect touches on the most difficult aspect of ageing and one about which least is known. This section, although the most complex, is perhaps the most interesting and should be useful to those who seek know-ledge in this field. The ample references introduce a wider field to all who wish to study the subject. Peripheral Facial Palsy: Pathology and Surgery.
By Karsten Kettel, M.D. (Pp. 341; illustrated. £6.) Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications. 1959. This monograph gives a very full and detailed description of the facial nerve and its disorders. The subject is examined from all aspects and the bibliography is very complete. The author has made a special study of this subject and has written many authoritative papers since 1942. On reading this book it is clear that it is written by an author who has been giving continuous thought to this relatively small subject over many years.
The paper and lay-out are good and the book is very lavishly illustrated, the illustrations being very well reproduced. There is no index, but the list of contents is so comprehensive that it is easy to find what is wanted without the help of an index.
There is no doubt that this book gives the most complete picture of facial nerve disorders seen from an otological point of view available, at this moment, in the English language. It can be confidently recommended to practising otologists and to all candidates for examinations where this subject may be considered at a high level. been reprinted eleven times, which is a tribute to its popularity; it has now been revised and re-edited.
In the section on apparatus construction all the basic principles and modem developments of tube construction and high output generators have been well covered. There is a very adequate and well-written section on basic radiographic technique supplemented by good anatomic diagrams and well-chosen photographs demonstrating the various radiographic positions. Together with these photographs are published standard radiographs and basic exposure tables.
The section on special procedures is not entirely satisfactory; it is much too short and inadequately documented. In just over 20 pages the authors have tried to cover all specialized radiographic methods, including such examinations as angiocardiography, cerebral angiography, pyelography and pelvimetry.
